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THE FULL ENGLISH TEXT OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT NOTE HANDED YESTER- 
DAY (AUGUST 9) BY MR. COSMADOPOULOS, GREEK AMBASSADOR TO 
ANKARA, TO THE 

TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY IS AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TEXT 

" 1 . THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD EVERY REASON TO 
HOPE THAT AS LONG AS NEGOTIATIONS WERE CONTINUING WITH THE 
TURKISH GOVERNMENT ON THE QUESTION OF DELINEATING THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF OF THE AEGEAN, THE TURKISH GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD TAKE NO MEASURE WHATEVER, OR PROCEED 
WITH ANY ACT WHOSE NATURE COULD PREVENT SUCCESS OF SUCH 
TALKS. 

"2. NEVERTHELESS, ON MARCH 14, 1976, TURKISH 
ENERGY MINISTER, MR. KILICH DECLARED PUBLICLY THAT A 
VESSEL SPECIALLY EQUIPPED TO SURVEY THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF WOULD OPERAT IN AREAS WHICH, AS THE GOVERNMENT 
COULD NOT BE UNAWARE OF, WERE CONSIDERED BY GREECE ON 
THE STRENGTH OF PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AS 
BELONGING TO THE GREEK CONTINENTAL SHELF. 

3. THE GREEK GOVERNMENT DID NOT FAIL TO EXPRESS 
ITS CONCERN ON THE MATTER TO THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT, 

BY A REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION OF THE LATTER'S INTEN- 
TIONS VERBALLY SUBMITTED BY GREEK AMBASSADOR 
MR. COSMADOPOULOS TO H.E. THE TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER ON 
MARCH 17, 1976. THIS REQUEST WAS FOLLOWED BY A MEMORANDUM 
TO THE SAME EFFECT, ADDRESSED BY THE GREEK EMBASSY IN 
ANKARA TO THE TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTRY ON MARCH 24, 

1976. NEITHER STEP HAS BEEN GIVEN A SATISFACTORY REPLY. 

"4. IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES, AND ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE MEETING HELD BY EXPERTS ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF IN 
BERN ON JUNE 19 AND 20, THE GREEK NEGOTIATOR DREW 
ATTENTION OF THE TURKISH DELEGATION AT A FULL SESSION, 

AND OF ITS LEADER, IN THE COURSE OF A PRIVATE CONVERSA- 
TION, ON THE SIGNIFICANCE WITHCH GREECE ATTACHED TO THE 
NEED FOR EITHER COUNTRY TO REFRAIN FROM TAKING ANY 
MEASURE OR ACT THAT MIGHT CAUSE THE SITUATION TO 
DETERIORATE IN THE AEGEAN SEA OR LAY DOWN THE FINAL 
RIGHT OF THE TWO PARTIES. THE EXECUTION OF SEISMIC 
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RESEARCH BY THE TURKISH SURVEY VESSEL M.T.A. SISMIK I, 

WITHOUT GREEK GOVERNMENT AGREEMENT IN AREAS WHICH THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT CONSIDERED AS BELONGING TO THE GREEK 
CONTINENTAL SHELF, WAS PARTICULARLY UNDERLINED IN THE 
COURSE OF A PRIVATE DISCUSSION WITH THE LEADER OF THE 
TURKISH DELEGATION, AS BEING A MATTER WHICH VIOLATED 
THE RIGHTS OF THRE GREEK GOVERNMENT AND COULD CAUSE 
THE SITUATION TO DETERIORATE IN THE AEGEAN. 
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"5. EVEN RECENTLY, IN THE COURSE OE TWO DISCUSSIONS 
WITH H.E. THE TURKISH FOREIGN MINISTER ON JULY 21 
AND 23, 1976, THE GREEK AMBASSADOR TO ANKARA REITERATED 
IN THE CLEAREST POSSIBLE MANNER THE CONCERN THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT WOULD EEEL IN CASE ITS RIGHTS WERE VIOLATED 
BY SOME SURVEY OF GREECE'S CONTINENTAL SHELL WITHOUT ITS 
APPROVAL. HE ALSO STRESSED THE UNEAVORABLE CONSEQUENCES 
WHICH SUCH AN ACT WOULD ENTAIL IN RELATIONS BETWEEN THE 
TWO COUNTRIES AND ON THE SITUATION IN THEAEGEAN IN 
GENERAL. 

"6. AS A SEQUEL TO THESE DISCUSSIONS, AND IN ITS 
DESIRE TO EORESTALL SUCH UNDESIRABLE CONSEQUENCES, THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT STUDIED CERTAIN VERBAL ASSURANCES 
GIVEN BY H.E. THE TURKISH EOREIGN MINISTER TO THE GREEK 
AMBASSADOR. IT WAS A MATTER OE CONFIRMING THAT 
EXPLORATION BY THE SISMIK I WOULD BE PURELY SCIENTIEIC 
AND THAT, WHATEVER HAPPENED, GREECE'S SOVEREIGN RIGHTS 
OVER ITS CONTINENTAL SHELL WOULD NOT BE TOUCHED. THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT HAD SUGGESTED THAT IT BE GIVEN ADVANCE 
NOTICE ON THE COURSE TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE SISMIK I TO 
AVOID SUBSEQUENT UNDESIRABLE MISUNDERSTANDINGS, AND THAT 
THE RESULTS OE SUCH PURELY SCIENTIFIC EXPLORATION BE 
PUBLISCHED. BEEORE EVEN BEING INFORMED OE THE VIEWS OE 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT, THE TURKISH EOREIGN MINISTER, WHO 
HAD EARLIER SAID HE COULD NOT SPARE THE 
TIME TO RECEIVE THE GREEK AMBASSADOR, MADE A STATEMENT 
OVER THE TURKISH RADIO AND TELEVISION THE CONTENTS OF 
WHICH PUT AN END TO SUCH THOUGHTS. 

"7. BETWEEN 19:45 HRS. ON AUGUST 6, 1976, AND 

00 30 HRS. ON AUGUST 7, THE TURKISH VESSEL M.T.A. SISMIK I 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 04 ATHENS08I5I 01 OE02 I0I2I4Z 

WAS REPORTED CONDUCTING SEISMIC EXPLORATION OPERATIONS 
OVER THE GREEK CONTINENTAL SHELL, SPECIEICALLY IN AN 
AREA INCLUDED BY THE FOLLOWING BEARINGS: 

LATITUDE 39 26.5 NORTH - LONGITUDE 25 50.5 EAST 


" 39 25 " - 

" 25 48 " 

" 39 22 " - 

" 25 45 " 

" 39 23 " - 

" 25 44 " 

" 39 26 " - 

" 25 45 " 

" 39 28 " - 

" iQ "jn " _ 

" 24 44 " 


"ON AUGUST 7, 1976, THE GREEK GOVERNMENT PROTESTED TO 
THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT AGAINST SUCH ILLEGAL ACTIVITY BY 
THE SISMIK I AND REQUESTED THAT ALL APPROPRIATE 
MEASURES BE TAKEN TO AVOID A REPETITION IN FUTURE. 
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8. THIS PROTEST WAS REJECTED BY THE TURKISH 
GOVERNMENT BY ITS NOTE NO. SIGM/SIMD/3-754, 526 4432 
DATED THE 8TH INSTANT, USING ARGUMENTS WHICH THE GREEK 
GOVERNMENT CANNOT ACCEPT. IN PARTICULAR, THE CLAIM THAT 
DELINEATION HAS NOT SO FAR BEEN EFEECTED DOES NOT JUSTIFY 
ACTS WHICH CREATE TENSION AND MAKE IT DIEFICULT TO 
SETTLE THE DIFEERENCE. BESIDES, SINCE THE TURKISH 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED TO QEUSTION THE GREEK ATTITUDE 
IT SHOULD RATHER THAN TAKING ANY ACTION, HAVE LAID THE 
MATTER BEFORE A CONSITUTED INTERNATIONAL BODY WHICH 
COULD JUDGE THE SOUNDNESS OF ITS CLAIMS. IT IS A BASIC 
PRINCIPLE OF LAW THAT THE BURDEN OF PROOF LIES WITH THE 
PARTY THAT RAISES DOUBT. ON THE OTHER HAND, BY TAKING 
ACTION, THE PARTY IN QUESTION INDULGED IN ARBITRARINESS. 


"9. IN SPITE OF THE ABOVE, THE TURKISH VESSEL 
CONTINUED ITS ILLEGAL SEISMOLOGICAL SURVEY OF THE GREEK 
CONTINENTAL SHELF FROM AUGUST 7 AND 1 1:20 TO AUGUST 8 AT 
13:30. EXPLORATION RESUMED AT 15:300 HOURS ON 
AUGUST 8 AND CONTINUED UP TO 18:00 HOURS. THE AREA 
EXPLORED LAY WITHIN THE FOLLOWING BEARINGS: 

LATITUDE 39 25 NORTH - LONGITUDE 25 24 EAST 



39 22.5 

- " 25 47.2 


39 20 ’ 

- " 25 40 


39 20.7 

' - ) " 25 37 


39 25.8 

- " 25 32.6 


39 34 ’ 

- " 25 25.2 


39 40 ' 

- " 25 23.5 


39 40 ' 

- " 25 27.2 


39 30.7 

- " 25 33.5 


39 22.2 

- " 25 38.7 


39 22.5 

- " 25 41.3 


39 34.5 

- " 25 36 


39 43.5 

- " 25 28.5 


39 42 ' 

- " 25 32.2 


39 29.6 

- " 25 43.5 


39 24.9 

- " 25 48 


:!Q 97 A 

' " 7“^ 48 7 


"10. AT TIMES, THE SURVEY VESSEL WAS ESCORTED 
BY A HELICOPTER OR NAVAL COOPERATION AIRCRAFT, OR A 
MINESWEEPER OF THE TURKISH FLEET WHICH IS TANTAMOUNT 
TO CONDITIONS OF PARTICULARLY BLAMEWORTHY VIOLATION OF 
GREEK SOVEREIGN RIGHTS. 

"1 1. IN THE LIGHT OF THE ABOVE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT PROTESTS MANIFESTLY AND STRONGLY 
AGAINST FURTHER SUCH ACTS BEING CARRIED OUT WITHOUT 
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ITS APPROVAL IN VIOLATION OF RULES OF INTERNATIONAL 
LAW, AND CALLS ON THE TURKISH GOVERNMENT TO PUT AN END 
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TO SUCH ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES, AND REERAIN FROM ANY FURTHER 
PROVOCATIVE ACTS. IT IS SELF-EVIDENT THAT SUCH ACTI- 
VITIES CANNOT ALTER GREECE'S RIGHTS TO THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF IN THE AEGEAN SEA BELONGING TO HER, RIGHTS OF 
WHICH THE GREEK GOVERNMENT HEREBY DECLARES FULL 
RESERVATION." 

END TEXT 
KUBISCH 
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